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" At about the time of Kajanus' concert I
witnessed the appearance of another countryman,
or rather countrywoman, before the critical Berlin
public. I saw our celebrated actress, Ida Aalberg,
act with Joseph Kainz, if I remember rightly, in
' Romeo and Juliet/ During the first acts her
German was irreproachable, but there was a falling
off as the play proceeded and in the final scenes
she was so carried away that her lines were almost
unintelligible. However, her wonderful acting
saved the situation and the whole thing was a
great success. Naturally, I was proud to see a
Finnish actress appear with Germany's greatest
actor."

While Sibelius was still in Berlin, he received
news from home that the first two movements of
his piano quintet had been performed with great
approval from the critics at a musical evening in
the musical academy on the 5th May, 1890.
Shortly after the young composer started on his
way home across the Baltic to prepare for a fresh
journey further south.

During his short stay in Finland. Sibelius
frequently visited the Jarnefelt family. The liking
that had already arisen between him and the
youngest daughter of the house now burst into
full bloom, and in the autumn of 1890 Jean Sibelius
became engaged to Aino Jarnefelt.

It is scarcely necessary to mention that Jean